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SBA ADMINISTRATOR ALVAREZ CO-HOSTS
FIRST USA/CANADA BUSINESSWOMEN’S SUMMIT

WASHINGTON - Aida Alvarez, Administrator of the U.S. Small Business
Administration, will co-host the first USA/Canada Businesswomen’s International Trade
Summit with Sergio Marchi, Minister for International Trade for Canada, and William
Daley, Secretary of the U.S. Department of Commerce, in Toronto May 17-21, 1999.

Nearly 250 U.S. and Canadian women business leaders will tackle international trade

issues and make policy recommendations to top U.S. and Canadian officials.

“With $1 billion in trade crossing our mutual border every day of the year, Canada
isour country’slargest trading partner. The number of women-owned firmsis growing
rapidly in both countries. It just makes senseto help women entrepreneurson both sides
of our border increasetheir international trade opportunities,” said SBA Administrator
Alvarez. “Thistrade summit will help to open doors of opportunity on both sides of the

border.”

This summit is the result of SBA’s coordinated efforts with the Canadian Embassy and
the U.S. Department of Commerce to recognize the dynamic rate of growth of women’s
entrepreneurship in the United States and Canada, and the important contribution American and
Canadian women-owned businesses have made to their national economies. \WWomen-owned
businesses provide employment for 24 million Americans and for 1.7 million Canadians.
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Women-owned firms represent nearly 40 percent of al U.S. firms. Between 1987 and
1997, the number of women-owned firms increased by more than 89 percent nationwide,
outpacing overall business growth by two to one.

Canada has about the same share of women business owners — about 35 percent. It's
estimated that early in the 21% century, women will own fully half of al U.S. businesses.

The message is clear: exports equal earnings. Exporting is a vehicle for job creation.
International markets help businesses grow.

This summit will also provide an opportunity for U.S. and Canadian businesswomen who
are ready to do business across the border to develop mutually beneficial commercial
relationships.



USA/CANADA BUSINESSWOMEN’'STRADE SUMMIT 1999

U.S. PARTICIPANTS

California

Sharon Eberhardt
Controller, Zipco Inc.
Sun Valley

Pamela Gideon-Hawke
Owner, Gideon-Hawke Gallery Ltd.
Los Angeles

Judy Hooker
Owner, Jackson Hewitt Tax Service
Rancho Cordova

Jung Kim
President, Lasertech Applications Inc.
Los Angeles

PatriciaKim

Manager, Sales and Marketing, Lasertech
Applications Inc.

Los Angeles

Sam Lee

Application Engineer, Lasertech
Applications Inc.

Los Angeles

Colorado

Dona Stuart

President, Dona Stuart Designs
Aspen

Florida

Marilyn Wiles
President and CEO

Snookie Lomow
President, Snookie Lomow & Associates
San Francisco

Carol Loy
Partner, The Next Dimension
Laguna Niguel

Nancy Montoya
Principal, Montoya Associates
SantaAna

Karina Redburn
Owner/President, Zipco International
Sun Valley

Syndi Seid
President and Founder, Advanced Etiquette
San Francisco

D’ Neane Wilkinson
President/CEO, TDJ Company Inc.
San Diego

Connecticut
Judith Addington

President, Gazelle Productions, Ltd.
West Norwalk

Alert and Enterprising Women’s Leadership Institute

St. Augustine



Georgia

Rives Hewitt
President, The Dalley Hewitt Company
Atlanta

LauraLeiden
President, Laura Leiden Calligraphy Inc.
Watkinsville

Mary Peschka

Vice President, International Development,
Market Access International Inc.

Smyrna

Patricia Ray
President, Bassoon Ltd.

Carolyn Stradley
President, C& S Paving
Marietta

[llinois

Susan Kezios
President, Women in Franchising
Chicago

Peg Kragie Doty

President and Founder, LEAD Group
International

Itasca

Catherine Lee
President/Owner, CDL & Associates Inc.
Barrington

Lauren Leifer
CEO, Compdisk Inc.
Morton Grove

PatriciaMartin
President

The Martin Group Inc.
Elmhurst

Carol Searcy-McDermott
President, The Scashi Company
Chicago

Dr. Hazel Wagner
President/CEO, BID, Inc.
Barrington



I ndiana
Shari Yeoman

President, Y eoman Engineers, Inc.
Huntington

Kansas

Elaine Tatham
President, ETC Institute
Olathe

Maine

Wendy Newmeyer
Owner, Maine Balsam Fir Products
West Paris

Maryland

Sarian Bouma

CEO, Capita Hill Building Maintenance
Inc.

Hyattsville

Ruby D. Bradley-Cain
President & CEO, RCB International
Bethesda

Pauline Brooks

Chief Executive Officer, Management
Technology Inc.

Clinton

Alma Cravins-Essex

President and CEO, Applied Quality
Communications Inc.

Oxon Hill

Michelle Depue
President, AAA Trading
Potomac

Delores ‘Dee’ Smith

Director, Systems Devel opment/Electronic
Commerce, OAO Corporation

Greenbelt

Dale Stein

Regional Training Director, Excel
Communications

Germantown

Angelia Summons

President/CEO, Multi Consultant Associates
Inc.

Silver Spring

Karen Turner Owens
President and CEO, The Owens Group
Largo



M assachusetts

Jeanine Buckley
Managing Director, Intermark
Brighton

Michigan

Edith Barrett

President, Performance Enterprises Inc.

Warren

Jacquelyn Gillum
President, Lar-Jac Vending Co.
Ann Arbor

Larry Gillum
Vice President, Lar-Jac Vending Co.
Ann Arbor

Minnesota

Theresa Bailey
Advanced Electronics
Minneapolis

Susan Matzke
President, Renew Resources
Mankato

Coco Raynes
President, Coco Raynes Associates, Inc.

BeaRiley
President, Bedok Exports
Chestnut Hill

KT Worth
Founder, TW Computer Distributer Inc.
Taro

Sharon Madison Polk

CEO, Madison Madison International of
Michigan & M2 International

Detroit

Nikki Olyai

President and CEO, Innovision
Technologies Inc.

Novi

Patricia Sliter
President, Start Smart Inc.
Pinckney

Missouri

Barbara Dressel

Chief Operating Officer, Automark Marking
Systems

St Louis

Phyllis Hannan
President, Laser Light Technologies
Hermann

Linda Jacobsen

President and CEO, Global Vision
Strategies, LLC

St. Charles



M ontana

Karen Hamilton
President, The Hamilton Group Ltd.

New Jersey

Joan Faber
President, Faber Associates Internationa
Springfield

Janellen Riggs
President, Janelle Technologies, Inc.
Medford

New York

Dr. Sharon Badenhop
President, USA East Associates
Fairport

Debra Edwards
President, Bruce’s Welding Service Inc.

Springville

Jen O’ Conner
Director, Brooklyn Goes Global/Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce
Brooklyn

Marcia Turner
President, Layton & Co. Inc.
Rochester

North Carolina

Enid Bonilla
President and CEO, E-Trading Global Services
Winston-Salem

North Dakota

TaraHolt
Director, Women’ s Business Program, ND Department of Economic Development
Bismarck

Penny Retzer
Director, Women’s Business | nstitute
Fargo



Ohio

Barbara Herman

President, Absord Plus Products & ServicesInc.
Perrysburg

Alison Kirby
President, Pampered Pets Inc.
Akron

Marilou Myrick
President, ProResource Inc.
Cleveland

Radhika Reddy
President/Owner, Worldwide Industry Network
Seven Hills

Oregon

Candice Phillips
President, BIO-MED Testing Service Inc.
Salem

Pennsylvania

Leah Erickson
Executive Director/Owner, Associated Environmentalists Inc.
Bala Cynwyd

Son Hui Harrison
CEO, Embroidery USA, Inc
Johnstown

Gwenyth Lewis
President, Gwenyth Lewis & Associates
Paoli

Dee Lowery
AreaVice President, GPU Energy
Altoona

Barbara Mistick

Professor and Director, Seton Hill College/

The Nat’'| Education Center for Women in Business
Greensburg



Rhode ldand

Carol Hurley
President and CEO, EBS/Econotel Business Systems Inc
East Providence

South Dakota

Kay Solberg
Director/Owner, Entrepreneur Network
Watertown

Tennessee

Cathy Midkiff
President, Lacy International
Nashville

Texas

Wendy Carson
Distributor, Hill Country Mfg.

Shirley Heald
President, Heald I nternational Inc.
Garland

Kathryn Woodward
President, The Tilghman Group, Inc.
Austin

Virginia

Dolores Fisk
President and CEO, MEGA-TECH Inc.
Falls Church

Michael Gohill
Managing Director, Business Owners Worldwide Inc.
Fairfax

Elizabeth ‘Betty’ Peebles
President, Team Placement Service Inc.
Falls Church

Jennifer Whitcomb
Principal, The Trillium Group
Herndon



Washington D.C.

Corazon Alisuag
President & CEO, Aliron International Inc.

Kathleen Diamond

President and CEO, Language L earning Enterprises Inc.

RitaL. Ferrall
RitaL. Ferral Consultant

Leonard Szabao
Advisor to the CEO, Aliron Internationa Inc.
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